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Dear Sir: 

This declaration is to establish that Zhang et al, a publication cited by the 
examiner in an Office Action mailed October 20, 2000, was the prior work of the 
inventors of the present application. 

FACTS & DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE 

1. I, Frank Collart, am an inventor of the patent application captioned above. 
My co-inventors are Eliezer Huberman, Andrzej Joachimiak, Rongguang Zhang and 
Edwin M. Westbrook 

2. I have read the specification and pending claims. 

3. I have read the Office Action in which the examiner rejected claims 1-8 
because the publication Zhang et al (April 13, 1999) was said to teach all the elements of 
claims 1-8. 

4. This is to testify that Zhang et al is the work of the inventors of the 
present application. 

5. Authors listed in Zhang et al who did not qualify as inventors are 
Gwendolyn Evans, Frank Rotella, and Don Beno. There were not inventors because they 



were (a) a student (Don Beno) directed by Dr. Collart; and (b) Structural Biology Center 
Staff (Gwendolyn Evans and Frank Rotella) who assisted the inventors in data collection 
but not the conception or reduction to practice of the invention, 

6. The PDB deposition contains the molecular coordinates that specify the 
invention. The coordinates were deposited in the Protein Data Bank (PDB) database 
prior to the issuance of the Zhang publication, PDB is a publicly accessible 
(www.rcsb.org/pdb/) database specifically created for deposition of molecular structural 
information. After several rounds of error checking the coordinates were deposited on 
29-Mar-1999 but were not publicly available until 29-Mar-2000, well after submission of 
the present application. 

DECLARATION 

As an inventor signing below, I hereby declare that all statements made herein of 
my own knowledge are true and that all statements made on information and belief are 
believed to be true; and further, that these statements were made with the knowledge that 
willful false statements and the likes so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or 
both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code, and that such willful false 
statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issued thereon 
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Full Name of first inventor: 

Signature: 
Date: 




Country of Citizenship: United States 

Country of Residence: United States 

Mailing Address: 1131 Quail Run 

Bolingbrook, IL 60490 
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